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SME poll endorsement for Clegg

by Erystenn Fairals
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More than half of small-
business owners beliewe
the Lib Dems will do the
most to help their business
grow of the three major
parties, according to a
Survey.

The cutcoms, surprisng given
the business comrunity’s
traditional allegiance to tha
Taones, suggests that the
Tones” plans to reverse part
of Labour's Matwonal Insurance
rise weren't as persuasive as
many commantators baleve.

The Lib Dam's mantesly intande (o badp omall Busiheasas

Despite the publication yesterday of a letter backing the e Fifty-three percant of thosa ”
Tones over tha issue, signed by 1,100 small-businass asked who they thought
pwriers, the Conzervatives came second to Nick Clegg's had the h‘“_p‘:'"'j“ for

party in a pell of 750 SMEs by the business directory S X ImpR (o
Freelndex. Fifty-three percent of those asked who they a2 AL

thought had the best policies for fostering business growth favoured the Lib Dems, while 31%
backad David Cameron's party and a meagra 16% support Gordon Brown's polices,

"The Liberal Democrat's manfeste on small business issues, which includes intentions such as
simplifying the corporate tax system amd makmg cut backs on red tape, appesars to be sitbtng
well with business owners,"” says Martin Turner, Freselndex managing director.

"Last week's first live leaders” debate may also have been an mfluence. Mick Clegg was widely
sean as coming out of the debate as a strong candidate and this has seemingly not gona
unnobiced by the busmess voke,™
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